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UNCLAS COTONOU 1268 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, DM 

SUB J : TRAVEL IN BENIN 

REF: COTONOU 1201 

1 . IN RECENT DAYS TOUR GROUP OF ELEVEN PERSONS, INCLUDING 
FOUR AMCITS, ARRIVED IN BENIN. THREE MEMBERS, INCLUDING TWO 
AMERICANS, DETAINED AUGUST 1, AND CONSUL BY PROMISING TO ESCORT 
THEM TO NIGERIAN BORDER PERSONALLY, SECURED THEIR RELEASE. ON 
MORNING AUGUST 2, TWO STRAGGLERS FROM GROUP DETAINED AT TOGO 
BORDER. AND BY NOON REMAINING SIX ALL ARRESTED "FOR SUSPICIOUS 
ACTIVITY", I.E, DRIVING PAST PRESIDENCY THREE TIMES IN COURSE 

OF MORNING. 

2. MEMBERS OF TOUR GROUP TALKED TO TWO OFFICERS AT 

ONE AMEMBASSY ENROUTE ABOUT PLANS TO VISIT BENIN AND WERE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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NOT CAUTIONED ABOUT CONDITIONS IN BENIN AND OUR WARNING NOT 
TO COME TO THE COUNTRY UNLESS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. AT 
ANOTHER AMEMBASSY, AFTER REF ALSO PUT OUT, THEY SAW TRAVEL 
WARNING NOTICE, INQUIRED ABOUT TRAVEL TO BENIN, AND WERE 
ADVISED BY SENIOR LOCAL EMPLOYEE THAT SITUATION IN BENIN 
NOW QUIET. 
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3. WE WOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL IF ALL AMEMBASSY PERSONNEL, 
INCLUDING SENIOR LOCAL EMPLOYEES HAVING CONTACT WITH TOURISTS, 
WOULD WARN INTENDING VISITORS THAT BENINESE AUTHORITIES 

ARE EXTREMELY SENSITIVE TO PRESENCE OF FOREIGNERS AND WILL 
ARREST ANYONE THOUGHT TO BE A POTENTIAL SCOUT FOR 
MERCENARIES OR OTHER GROUPS THREATENING THE SECURITY OF 
THE STATE. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS BELIEVE RECONN OITERIN G FOR 
JAN 16, 1977 MERCENARY ATTACK WAS DONE BY "TOURISTS" 

AND THUS ARE SUSPICIOUS OF ANY FOREIGNERS TRANSITING THE 
COUNTRY. IN ADDITION, THE GOVERNMENT AS MATTER OF PRINCIPLE 
IS OPPOSED TO YOUNG PEOPLE WITH A "LIBERATED LIFESTYLE", 

AND WILL OFTEN TURN AWAY BLUE-JEANED BACK PACKERS, ESPECIALLY 
YOUNG MEN WITH LONG HAIR AND BEARDS. IN THE MOST RECENT 
INCIDENT, NOT ONLY DO SOME OF THE VISITORS APPEAR TO FALL 
INTO THIS CATEGORY, BUT THEY WERE ALSO TRAVELLING IN A CONVOY 
OF HEAVILY LOADED LANDROVERS. UNWITTINGLY, THEY WERE INVITING 
ARREST. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY HELP YOU CAN GIVE US IN MINIMIZING 
ARREST CASES. 

THOMPSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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